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ELECTRIC BICYCLES — REGULATION REFORM 

Statement by Member for Forrestfield 
MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.53 pm]: I have heard it said that biking is the new golf, and if the 
number of bikes I see in Parliament these days is an indicator, this is certainly true. However, there is a subset of 
biking that has enormous growth potential, would be great for our community, could reduce congestion on our 
roads and is an inevitable part of our transport future, yet has been ignored by regulators and is being crushed by 
outdated rules. I speak here of electric bikes. Under current regulations, electric bikes are limited in power to 
200 watts. This is an arbitrary figure and is out of touch with international standards. The United States allows 
bikes with up to 750 watts of power and European rules allow 250 watts; and I might add that this limit is being 
adopted by many Asian countries, including China, which is a major manufacturer of e-bikes. 

At 200 watts, an e-bike may be able to travel at 20 kilometres to 25 kilometres an hour on flats, but is near 
useless on an incline; in hilly areas, it is simply not enough power. If we are concerned about the safety of people 
on e-bikes, we should consider limiting their speed maximum to, for example, 25 kilometres an hour, rather than 
limiting the power. At the very minimum, we should adopt the European standard to improve supply of e-bikes 
and provide a small amount of additional power. Many people could do their daily commute on an e-bike. If we 
were to reform the rules, there is a chance e-bikes will become a much more attractive option to consumers, 
consequently reducing the impact of ever more cars on our roads. I call on the government to look into the rules 
surrounding e-bikes to see whether we can reform this area to make a positive contribution to the environment.  
 


